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INTRODUCTION 


The twentieth bulletin of North Carolina communicable dis- 
ease morbidity statistics, covering the calendar year 1951, is 
published as Part I of the Annual Report of the Public Health 
Statistics Section. Part II, which contains natality and mor- 
tality data, will be issued later in the year and replaces the 
Annual Report of Vital Statistics. 

Presented herein is a summary of diseases required to be 
reported in all previous years and detailed tabulations of the 
thirty-five communicable diseases reportable in 1951. 


During 1951 diphtheria reports reached a record low. In 
July 1950 it was learned that in spite of our excellent progress 
in the control of this disease other states had made even greater 
progress so that North Carolina’s 1950 rate was the highest in 
the nation. The 1951 total of 373 cases represents a 25% decline 


over the preceding year; however, considerable additional im- 
provement must be achieved before our rate will compare fav- 


orably with that for the United States as a whole. 


Malaria reports reached a new low total of 12 resident cases. 
In addition there were 69 military infections reported for North 
Carolina servicemen who were treated in this area but who 
acquired the infection outside of this country. In view of the 
situation in other parts of the United States, as well as in this 
state, malaria appears to be nearing eradication unless return- 
ing infected servicemen become sufficiently numerous to consti- 
tute a new reservoir of infection. 


Typhoid fever cases also reached a record low in 1951 with a 
total of 44. The state has had no smallpox cases reported for 
the third consecutive year. The frequent arrival in this country 
of persons traveling from infected areas of the world has re- 
emphasized the need for maintaining the smallpox immuniza- 
tion program at a high level of efficiency. 

There were no significant increases in the reported cases of 
any of the reportable diseases. 
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NortH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 


TABLE 1.—ESTIMATED POPULATION OF NorTH CAROLINA BY COLOR AND SEX, 
1918-1951* 
All Classes White Other 
Year | 
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male | Female 
oa i —— —— — —— ———— 
1OEGHee ese 2,521,891|| 1,225,455) 1,296,436| 1,747,798] 849,618] 898,180) 774,093) 375,837) 398,256 
191Quee ee 2 2,534, 828] 1,255,353] 1,279,475] 1,746,614] 871,112] 875,502) 788,214] 384,241] 403,973 
120 Ee 2,587,536) 1,294,396] 1,293,140] 1,808,713] 912,302} 896,411} 778,823] 382,094] 396,729 
TOD eee 2,650,711) 1,328,295) 1,322,416] 1,859,539] 940,314) 919,225] 791,172)| 387,981] 403, 191 
TU pps soe see 2,699, 923) 1,342,609) 1,357,314) 1,895,420) 948,146] 947,274) 804,503|) 394,463] 410,040 
1923 eee 2,761,364) 1,373,788] 1,387,626] 1,942,055 972,207 969, 848 819, 309] 401,531) 417,778 
1004sre ee 2,830, 151|] 1,420,367| 1,409,784! 1,997, 964|] 1,012,930) 985,034) 832,187] 407,437] 424,750 
1052: es 2,894, 514|| 1,444,843] 1,449,671] 2,031,248) 1,022,417) 1,008,831) 863, 266]| 422,426) 440,840 
1O2G=aee Ses 2,959, 392|| 1,470,594! 1,488,798] 2,096,611] 1,048,565) 1,048,046]  862,781)| 422,029) 440,752 
1h): (ae eae 3,027,006) 1,495,951) 1,531,055) 2,147,539] 1,067,478) 1,080,061 879, 467|| 428,473} 450,994 
1928 ee ee 3,082,380) 1,534,590) 1,547,790) 2,175,492) 1,092,479] 1,083,013] 906,888) 442,111] 464,77 
kt) eae ena 3,133, 082/| 1,558,156] 1,574,926] 2,208,369] 1,107,772] 1,100,597} 924,713] 450,384) 474,329 
{930 acess 3,171, 108)| 1,575,791] 1,595,317] 2,236,107]! 1,120,844] 1,115,263]  935,001|| 454,947) 480,054 
19312 3,206,641) 1,593,707| 1,612,934) 2,266,838] 1,136,266] 1,130,572] 939,803] 457,441] 482,362 
i O32 ee cee 3,264, 916]| 1,622,976) 1,641,940) 2,314,009] 1,159,875) 1,154,134) ~ 950,907] 463,101) 487,806 
193322522 3,318,377] 1,649,920) 1,668,457) 2,357,442) 1,181,608) 1,175, 834 960,935) 468,312) 492,623 
1934. 22-2 3,359, 276|| 1,670,579] 1,688,697| 2,391,871]| 1,198,767) 1,193,104) 967,405) 471,812) 495,593 
19355 -4 o oe © 3,380, 227|| 1,681,169] 1,699,058) 2,409,930) 1,207,605) 1,202,325]  970,297|) 473,564) 496,733 
19860 3,400, 525!) 1,690,503] 1,710,022] 2,427,312|| 1,215,163) 1,212,149) 973, 213]) 475,340] 497,873 
TE eee oe 3,432, 099|] 1,705,708] 1,726,391] 2,453, 834]| 1,227,533] 1,226,301] 978,265] 478,175) 500,090 
193820 3,475, 530|| 1,727,452] 1,748,078] 2,490, 752|| 1,245,657) 1,245,095]  984,778]| 481,795] 502,983 
19302 2 20s) 3,531, 938|| 1,755,416) 1,776,522| 2,536,869] 1,268,107) 1,268,762] 995,069|) 487,309] 507,760 
TOAD eee 3,571,623] 1,772,990] 1,798,633] 2,567,635|| 1,281,762] 1,285,873] 1,003, 988]| 491,228) 512,760 
{ode 3,670,017|| 1,820,328] 1,849,689] 2,635,072)| 1,313,866] 1,321,206) 1,034,945] 506, 462} 528, 483 
194 AN: 3,665, 373|| 1,803,364] 1,862,009] 2,631, 738]| 1,301,208] 1,330,530) 1,033,635] 502,156] 531,479 
19487 2395 3,683, 037|| 1,789,956] 1,893,081 2,637,054) 1,281,697) 1,355,357) 1,045,983] 508,259] 537,724 
1944 oes 3,594, 865) 1,703,966] 1,890,899] 2,573, 923|] 1,211,469] 1,362,454 1,020,942)| 492,497) 528,445 
19452. See 3,514, 297|| 1,637,662] 1,876,635] 2,512,722|) 1,156,203] 1,356,519) 1,001,575] 481,459] 520,116 
1946 28556. 3,640,645]! 1,780,275) 1,860,370] 2,606, 702|| 1,277,866] 1,328,836] 1,033,943] 502,409) 531,534 
194 7sete aes: 3,718,000) 1,825,538] 1,892,462) 2,662,088] 1,312,454) 1,349,634) 1,055,912) 513,084] 542,828 
CY; Caen Se 3,798, 000|| 1,864,818] 1,933,182) 2,719,368] 1,340,694) 1,378,674] 1,078,632) 524, 124] 554,508 
1949 3,864, 000|| 1,897,224] 1,966,776] 2,766,624] 1,363,946] 1,402,678] 1,097,376] 533,278] 564,098 
1950 Ss 4,061, 929)| 2,017,105) 2,044,824) 2,983,121] 1,489,840] 1,493,281) 1,078,808] 527,265] 551,543 
Cj ee ee 4,123,218] 2,047,620) 2,075,598} 3,035,045) 1,515, 841/ 1,519,204) 1,088,173] 531,779) 556,395 
| 


* Source—“Vital Statistics Rates in the United States 1900-1940” and “Current Population Reports,”’ Bureau of 
the Census, 1941-1949. The census years 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950 by color and sex are not estimated; all other 
totals are estimated. The color and sex estimates for 1951 were obtained by applying the 1940 percentage 
distribution. 
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Diphtherige2s ss" sesU at 
Dysentery, Amebic_______- 
Dysentery, Bacillary _____- 
Eneephalitiss2 2-2-2322 2." 
German Measles__________ 


Granuloma Inguinale______ 
Influenza =e 5 ae 


Lymphogranuloma 
Menereum:=-222- 52-0 


Meningococcus 
Meningitis. __._..____-- 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum--.-_..-.=-- 


Paratyphoid Fever ___._--- 
Plague le: 4 otek. Pee) 
Poliomyelitis ___.___-____- 
Paittacosisee no == ou 


Septic Sore Throat ______- 
Smallpox es oases se 
Sypiilist wees Sy ee Se 


Trachoma a= 3555-2 se. 
Tuberculosis, All Forms____ 
Tularemia-4> 5 ee eae 
Typhoid Fever__-__-____- 
Typhus Fever, Murine_____ 


Typhus Fever, European-_-. 
Undulant Fever 


Whooping Cough_________ 
Yellow Fever 
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TABLE 2.—SUMMARY OF ALL REPORTABLE 


1929 


72 


4,337 
+ 
+ 

1, 267 


88 


3,057 
141 
589 

4, 457 


2 
2,858 
4 

861 

3 


aL 
12,434 


1918 | 1919 | 1920 | 1921 | 1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925 | 1926 | 1927 | 1928 
=F 429) 463) 222) 260] 210) 169] 170) 191 151 106 
298] 1,575] 2,163) 3,341) 4,573] 3,974] 5,981] 3,845] 4,941 4,818) 4,695 
sed ce |Meat ee a cs a ee fee Deere ey He ec 

1,366} 3,519] 3,422) 5,136] 8,136] 4,671] 4,095] 3,437] 3,198] 3,034] 3,826 
SP a eed oP coe Ne fs eater 

1} 128 OF aig ae eh ak 22 a= 

+Pr+ i]t] et) type Pte] te] te | + 
== 43 75 72 130} 159 134} 106) 4,481) 389) 172 
ai ta ental eine eee eee ee et jae 
+ | 4,893] 5,361] 3,475} 4,061] 3,023] 2,561] 2,272] 2,113] 2,016] 1,528 
Pal ie ek ola Pelee ees lial? 4 chile gle ea 
+ |14,128)76,306) — — — — — = = as 
+/+] +) t] a] +)+]4+)4)4]4 
+] f+) tte} a] +) 4)4) 4) 4 
+] +) +) +] 4) 4) 4+ | +] 4] 4+ 

9,158) 5,725) 3,621|11,539) 2,042|52, 066/34, 938] 1,002) 7, 952/32, 882|60, 543 
151); 105 96 70 54 46 30 26 24 26 21 

12 33 27 19 16 15 5 8 6 5 6 
1} 26 71 eRe eee Io ag SS tee Oe [Dene pee (ee eee 
23 42 25 36 30 16 16 79| 112 24 51 
864) 1,512) 1,663] 2,585) 3,153] 2,418] 2,255] 1,856] 2,281] 2,638] 2,828 
127) 371 218} 199} 281 150} 143] 104 92 127} 104 
983} 2,322] 2,961) 2,513) 1,409] 3,352] 3,845] 1,920] 1,594] 1,702] 2,419 
+ | 2,084] 2,213) 2,637) 4,671} 3,559] 3,153] 3,161] 3,044] 3,224] 2,846 
20 16 15 5 12 18 5 32 3 2 3 

3,514] 2,306] 3,295) 2,523] 1,356] 1,851) 2,381] 2,355] 1,921) 2,271] 2,578 

3,461] 2,956] 1,856] 2,099] 1,960] 1,577] 1,318} 1,192) 1,502} 1,280} 1,073 
=. — 2 = —¥ — ant <7 as —a — 
+/+} +] 4+] +]4+]4+]) 4+] +4]+]4 

11,645) 5,669) 8,465) 9,518) 6,905|16,075|12,945|) 4,296/11, 099/19, 996] 5,002 


* 1918-1947 by year of report; 1948-1951 by year of onset, except the venereal diseases, tuberculosis, and amebic 
dysentery which are by year of report. 

— Disease was reportable but none was reported. 
+ Disease not reportable. 
** Gonorrhea totals include Ophthalmia Neonatorum. 


+ Data not obtainable. 
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES BY YEAR OF Report, 1918-1951* 


1930 


1,376 


153 


3,096 
114 
556 

5, 106 


3,201 
7 
1,000 
16 


+ 
10,093 
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1931 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 
7p as jy a FE eg (pee nae eee eee ae 
94 88 35 52 73 110 148) 102} 321 264 223 635 663 451 
4,856 | 4,226] 4,167| 4,540) 3,843] 3,179] 5,409] 5,316) 3,765) 4,360) 4,726 5,063] 4,698} 3,782 
+ | +] + ]+ 1 Pi ec fc ere Qe (ea Mees (Re 
3,156 | 1,895] 2,497) 2,114) 1,720] 2,347] 2,056] 2,442) 2,368) 1,125) 1,629 1, 187 801 665 
CE ae a ee ga he fee a Pe eel oe te ee ts wc 
— 1 ti 4 3 19 10 22 9 12 35 130 12 
os Wiesrena E 2 * ea ee ed Wi Oe ao Oe de 
9,384 394] 187} 604] 589] 3,326] 2,855) 228) 244 168 |12, 769 331] 2,374] 1,316 
aE oi eg! SC ca RD ae) (Sean iw ee Paes ad Re 
2,298 | 2,130] 2,176] 2,164) 1,826] 2,159] 2,894) 3,045) 3,815) 4,616) 5,834 9, 637 | 10, 870|10, 892 
peel ee es See ere |e +]+]+]+ 
4,739 | 3,841] 7,215] 1,564) 3,215] 2,830} 1,979) 498) 1,544) 2,113) 5,837 673} 1,404} 1,294 
So eee NY ae eee Ri es Pee i esa ec Ue a A 
ae Oe ei ee a ea eo Pe ee 
== a =F ah ar == 876] 636] 629) 629 237 248 183 154 
15,499 |13, 672/16, 197/55, 764|10,683| 1,395] 7,937/49,614|20,031| 3,685 |27,764 21,581} 5,217 |27,655 
123 71 66 50} 109} 196) 169 93 59 34 46 49 478 308 
12 18 9 14 19 22 17 16 15 22 29 17 11 t 
27 16 12 15 26 20 16 18 16 3 11 7 6 7 
104 54 30 45) 675 52] 106 50} 116 74 168 82 36 861 
= _ 14) — 4 3 74 | — 1 1) — 2; — 1 
— 1 27 34 21 32 27 42 41 32 20 35 36 59 
3,461 | 2,868] 3,662] 2,852] 2,072] 1,921] 2,073] 2,228] 2,599] 2,442) 2,165] 2,570) 2,854) 2,239 
153 142 123} 104 116] 115) 125) 148) 116 88 139 109 201 47 
63 72 35 18 24 19 11 35 15 6 4 7 21 4 
5,144 | 4,365] 4,570) 5,201) 5,189) 6,086/12, 299|20, 714/30, 985)21, 333 }17, 560/16, 713 |14, 125) 9, 804 
hl = 5 1 6 LP = = 8 “| 1) — 
2,638 | 2,488] 2,524] 2,047] 1,996] 3,008] 2,632] 2,607] 2,366) 2,084] 2,425| 1,902} 1,633) 1,804 
3 10 28 14 15 10 13 26 26 12 22 13 14 10 
991 823} 684) 464] 645) 518} 493) 485] 343) 238 197 181 111 122 
14 24 46 23 51 33 68 81 122 65 78 100 157 236 
= 4 15 19 31 23 26 29 25 11 12 9} 7 14 
ae == + + + | + + 29 14) 134 85 29 66 174 
6,992 |12,137] 7,155/14,299/10,075| 1,566] 7,782|14,908) 9,321) 5,500)10,932| 5,557) 8,408] 6,355 
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TABLE 2—Continued 


Disease 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 
Anthraxe: 2e2-s. 2-2 See occas _— — = = aie = = 
Chancroids= == 22 -= fae 447 513 531 381 332 265 253 
@hieken)Pox-=-222*=2-2-2---- ose + + > + + + + 
Cholera Sea oee eee eae — — = = — — = 
Dengue = 2 S52 ~... = oe besa ee — 1 = = = a es 
Diphtheria s-s--s2-==— = sae 1,475 590 751 485 550 499 373 
Dysentery, Amebic-------------- 21 19 18 29 91 132 96 
Dysentery, Bacillary------.----- 57 8 i) 39 49 45 58 
Bncephalitis#=22=—2=- 2. -=0=-2 5 3 5 6 4 9 9 
German Measles_-__-_----------- + + + ah aL at ee 
Glanders22 S22 52ese5 5220. Se see — = — a = = as. 
(Gonorrhea **=2 =: 3" 522 2282 2-222 13, 162 16,082 14, 169 14,962 16,173 14,930 15,779 
Granuloma Inguinale------------ 75 101 99 98 66 82 58 
niluensa see ane nae nee ae + + + + + + + 
epropy see sa aoe os eee ee 1 = za = = ae ee 
Lymphogranuloma Venereum----- 231 153 120 176 129 91 81 
Malariq’=24sosseeee. 5 ee 2s See 554 369 137 147 53 36 82 
Measlessio*2 S222 22-2582 22228 1,194 9,011 4,978 1,353 17,330 4,964 3,315 
Meningococcus Meningitis -_ -_ ---- 179 120 95 73 87 116 151 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum- .------- t 6 7 3 11 8 9 
Paratyphoid Fever -------------- 5 6 7 13 8 7 5 
Plague 2-22 Se os see — -— — -— a _ — 
PoliomyelitisS2ae— == ss-2- a ae 159 157 300 2,516 229 756 314 
iPsittacosis= = ==-- se soon _ 1 = — — -- _- 
IRapiesss eos ee = Ste ee Se 1 — 2 — — ~S 1 
Rocky Mountain Spotted 
HGveresse seas us sao sae 57 66 88 73 79 70 61 
Scarlet: Rever==se22- = 8s 3-253 3,248 1,530 1,167 1,094 1,793 1, 885 2,236 
Septic Sore Throat ____.--------- 101 51 44 27 45 41 29 
Smallinoxtsoe 25222 2 AS 1 2 2 3 -— — _ 
Sypiilishe sos ees ees 8,125 9,233 8,724 (eis) 6,699 5, 146 4,080 
Trachoma ces ae ee 1 _— = — — — _ 
Tuberculosis, All Forms-_-__------ 3,392 3, 466 3,591 3,274 3,402 3,653 3,105 
Mularemins..-44 6s... eS eee i 45 74 46 38 25 17 
Typhoid Meyer. 22 s2 1s ee 82 54 47 56 53 58 44 
Typhus Fever, Murine___----___- 159 82 51 43 26 12 19 


Typhus Fever, European_--_-_-_-___- — = = — _ — — 
Undulant Rever2--- = 15 9 21 16 25 21 28 


Vincent’s Infection______________ + + + + + + 
Whooping Cough_-_____-___--__- 5, 834 3,391 2,983 1,932 1,398 3,352 1,961 


Yellow Fever — = ans ons _ 


* 1918-1947 by year of report; 1948-1951 by year of onset, except the venereal diseases, tuberculosis, and amebic 
dysentery which are by year of report. 
— Disease was reportable but none was reported. 
+ Disease not reportable. 
** Gonorrhea totals include Ophthalmia Neonatorum. 
t Data not obtainable. 
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